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serve as an instrument tor pubiicizing and 
promoting Whitman exhibitions and will aid 


July 1955 will round out the first cen- 
tury of Leaves of Grass. The first edition local committees. It is also working with 
was privately printed for Walt Whitman by the Walt Whitman Birthplace Association, 
Rome Brothers on the corner of Cran- of which Mr. Cleveland Rodgers is presi- 
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advertised in the New York Trthune on July by Mr. Charles E, Feinberg of Detroit (see 
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of the Long Island University Library. But 
New York University Press will be used as 
the central address for the National Com- 
mittee. Address inquiries to Mr. Nathan 
Resnick, Secretary, Nationa] Walt Whit- 
man Committee, c/o New York University 
Press, Washington Square, New York 3, N.Y 


WHITMAN'S POSTER AVAILABLE 


To all libraries planning to have Whit- 
man exhibitions of their own or libraries 
borrowing the traveling Whitman Exhibit 
described above, Wr. Feinberg offers to 
make a gift of a unique Whitman item suit- 
able for every exhibition. It is a large 
poster, 24 x 30 inches, printed by Whitman 
in 1873 to advertise Leaves of Gruss. Re- 
quests for this poster should be addressed 


to either Charles FE, Feinberg, 872 West 
Boston Boulevard, Detroit 2, Vichigan, or 
Nathan Resnick, in care of the New York 


University Press, 


PRECENTENNIAL PUBLICATIONS 


One of the first publications to observe 


the centennial of Leaves of Grass is the 
Autumn 1954 issue of the Relort Poetry 
journal. This special issue of a widely 


respected poetry magazine, published since 
1950 as a national quarterly, has been 
printed as a forty-page chapbook in honor 
of Whitman, with contributions by William 
Carlos Williams, Louis Zukofsky, Richard 
Eberhart, Charles Olson, Langston Hughes 
Valerie Larbaud in translation by William 
Jay Smith, and Giop De Palchi translated 


by Sonia Raiziss. This issue has been 
edited by David Ignatow, of 8869 Twentieth 
Avenue, Brooklyn 14, N.Y. The Chapbook 


is sold in paper covers for seventy-five 
cents and in hard cover binding for $1. 25, 
according to a preliminary announcement, 
The address: The Beloit Poetry 

Beloit College, Beloit, Wisconsin, 
The School of General Studies of Brook- 
lyn College is also commemorating Leaves 


Journal, 


of Grass with a special issue (December 
1954) of its literary magazine, Vocturne 
under the supervision of Professor Navid 
Boroff. It features a series of short 
critical essays by Whitman scholars 
throughout the United States, 


BROOKLYN COLLEGE TO PUBLISH AND PERFORM 
WHITMAN PLAY 


The Library Associates of Brooklyn Col lege 
is publishing Randolph Goodman’s play, 


[4] 


I, Walt Whitman, and the book will be on 
sale after January 1 at the Brooklyn 
College Bookstore. Mark Van Doren has 
written an Introduction for it, and it is 
being printed in two editions, regular 
and de luxe. During the first two weeks 
in November the Brooklyn College Library 
exhibited “The Making of a Book: J, Walt 
Whitman,” showing the various Steps and 
processes in the manufacturing of the 
book from the original manuscript to the 
completed volume in its slipcase (for the 
de luxe edition). The exhibit was pre- 
pared and set up by Harvey Sarens‘ein, of 
Book Craftsmen Associates, New Yor", de- 
Signer and manufacturer of the volume, 
The exhibit was so successful that it will] 
be staged again in high schools and under 
other auspices in Brooklyn. It will be 
shown in the lounge of Whitman Hal], 
Brooklyn College’s new theater, during 
the performances of the play from January 
13 to 15, 1955. 


OF COMING EVENTS 


January 3, 1955 

Publication of Leaves of Grass One Hun- 
dred Years After edited by Milton Hindus, 
Stanford University Press. 


Formal opening of Leaves of Grass Cen- 
tennial Exhibition at Library of Congress. 
Charles E. Feinberg, principal speaker. 


January 10, 1955 

Lecture at Library of Congress. Coolidge 
Auditorium, Gay Wilson Allen on “Whitman 
the Man.” 


January 13, 1955 
Lecture at Library of Congress. 
Doren on “Whitman the Poet.” 


Mark Van 


First performance of I, Walt Whitman, 
a play by Randolph Goodman. At Whitman 
Hall, Brooklyn College Campus. 


January 14-15, 1955 
Performances of I], Walt Whitman for Brook- 
lyn College students and general public. 


20, 1955 
at Library of Congress. 
“Whitman the Philosopher. 


January 
Lecture 
Daiches on 


David 


” 


January 31, 1955 

Readings from Whitman’s poems. Arnold 
Moss, at the Library of Congress (to be 
recorded). 


Opening of exhibition of Whitman manu- 
scripts, autograph letters, and editions 
of Leaves of Gruss. At tne New York 


— | 
| 
7 pub | 
4 Pub 
4 Cru 
Gay 
q Feb: 
4 Ope 
! 
the 
0: 
Pre 
Hin 
tal 
Les 
Ken 
J Car 
pag 
be 
Bul 
4q 
obs 
= 
: 
= lec 
2 The 
Lit 
N.Y 
fo 
Spe 
E. 
: 
: 
Sp 
F Al 
4 wr 
q Ja 


lun- 
dus. 


en- 
ker, 


public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42d 


Street. 


February 8, 1955 

Publication of The Solitary Singer: A 
Critical Biography of Walt Whitman, by 
Gay Wilson Allen. The Macmillan Company. 


February 9, 1955 

Opening of a Whitman exhibition at the 
Detroit Public Library, selected from 
the collection of Charles E. Feinberg. 


JANUARY EVENTS 


On January 3, 1955, Stahford University 
Press will publish Leaves of Grass Ore 
Hundred Years After, edited by Milton 
Hindus of Brandeis University and con- 
taining critical essays by David Daiches, 
Leslie Fiedler, J. Middleton Murry, 
Kenneth Burke, Richard Chase, am William 
Carlos Williams. It will contain 144 
pages (not including the Index), and will 
be priced at $5.00. 

The Library of Congress Information 
Bulletin for August 30, 1954, contained 
this announcement of “Events in the Offing”: 

“Centennial of Whitman’s Leaves of 
Grass. Plans are taking shape in the 
Reference Department for the Library 
observance during 1955 of the centennial 


of the publication of Walt Whitman’s 
Leaves of Grass. An exhibit of choice 
items from the Library’s Whitman col- 


lection is planned for next January, and 
a bibliography of LC’s Whitman materials 
is underway. Dr. Harold W. Blodgett, 
Thomas Lamont Professor of English 
Literature in Union College, Schenectady, 
N.Y., is serving during August and Septem- 
ber as Consultant on both the bibliography 
and the exhibit. 

“Plans call for the exhibit to be opened 
formally on January 3 or 4. Principal 
speaker on this occasion will be vr. Charles 
E. Feinberg, noted Whitman collector of 
Detroit, Mich. During the month of January, 
under the auspices of the Gertrude ,Clarke 
Whittall Literature and Poetry Funds, a 
lectures on Whitman 
in the Coolidge Auditorium, The 


series of will be 


presented 


speakers and their topics are: Gay Wilson 
Allen, Whitman biographer and Professor 
of English in New York University, “Whitman 
the Man” (January 10); Mark Van Doren, 


ritic and poet, ‘Whitman the Poet” (January 
David Daiches, noted Britist 
sh in Cambridge 
(Jan- 


13); and 
writer and Lecturer 
University, ‘“Whitmar 
Jary 20). On January 
ot the Fund, 


” 
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or the 


Same 


readings from Walt Whitman will be given 
by Mr. Arnold Moss, star of two previous 
poetry programs sponsored by the Fund.” 

The lectures will be collected in a book 
and published by the Library of Congress. 
They will also be broadcast over a local 
Washington, D.C., station and tape-recorded 
for future use by other radio stations. 
Recordings of the readings will be sold by 
the Library of Congress. For information 
write to Dr. Roy P. Basler, Associate 
Director, The Library of Congress. 

The New York Public Library is planning 
an exhibition devoted to Leaves of Grass, 
which is expected to open on Monday, Jan- 
uary 31, 1955. The exhibits will consist 
of the first nine editions of Leaves of 
Grass, original manuscripts, and avtograph 
letters. The material will be drawn from 
the Oscar Lion Whitman Collection and the 
Berg Collection, which contains the Whitman 
material belonging to W. T. Howe. The 
exhibition will be arranged by Lewis M. 
Stark, chief of the Reserve Division, and 
John D. Gordan, chief of the Berg Collec- 
tion. On display will be Whitman’s own copy 
of the secone issue of Leaves of Grass, 
(1855), and his working copy of the text, 
the so-called “Blue Book,” the discovery of 
which cost him his job in the Department of 
the Interior. In addition, a manuscript of 
“Passage to India’? and preliminary notes 
for that poem will be on view as well as 
the corrected pages of the 1867 edition of 
Leaves of Grass that Whitman sent to England 
as copy for the selection of his poetry 
published in London in 1868. The catalogue 
of the Oscar Lion Collection was published 
in the New York Public Library Pulletin in 
1954, concluding in the October issue, 


FEBRUARY EVENTS 


On February 8, 1955, The Macmillan Com- 
pany will publish The Solitary Singer 4 
Critical Biography of Walt Whitman, by Gay 
Wilson Allen, It extensive 
biographical study of Whitman so far pub- 
lished, running to 616 pages. The price 
will probatly be $8.50. 


will be the most 


1955, the Deiroit Public 
its Walt Whitman exhibi- 
tion, showing choice items from Charles E. 
Feinberge’'s great collection of Whitman 
There will be 
hundred 
Mearns o 


On February 9, 


Library will open 


manuscripts and editions. 
one 
David 


a catalogue of 
with an introduction by 
the Library of Congress, 

Two more Whitman books will be published 
sometime toward the end of February, though 
the exact dates have not vet been anncunced 
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by the publishers. One of these is Walt 
Whitman Abroad, edited by Gay Wilson Allen, 
for the Syracuse University Press. The 
volume will contain selected critical 
essays from more than a dozen foreign 
countries, translated for this book by 
eminent scholars. It will also contain 
summaries of Whitman’s reception and in- 
fluence in the countries represented, with 
Selected Bibliographies of translations and 
criticism. It will run to about three 
hundred pages. The price has not yet been 
announced. 

The other book will be Walt Whitman’s 
Poems: Selections with Critical Aids, 
edited by Gay Wilson Allen and Charles T. 
Davis, for New York University Press. The 
book will contain a long introductory 
critical essay on aesthetic principles 
in Whitman’s poems--a rigorous attempt 
to evaluate Whitman’s poems as poems, Each 
reprinted will be accompanied by a 
“Critical Note” interpreting and evaluating 
the composition. The editors are attempting 
an important contribution to Whitman 
criticism, The book is intended for both the 
general reader and the special student of 
Whitman. The rrobable price is $3.75. 


poem 


WHITMAN IN LATIN AMERICA 


here have been 


translations of 1itman’s poem but ir 


1953 the Casa de oriana of 
Quito, Ecuador, publis! hat competent 
judges have decls be a definitive 
Spanish version f aves of Grass by 
Francisco Alexander. It contains not only 
all the poe 1 He 
Edition, lso the m wr Preface 
book 603 pages 
Index), and may be 
iding postage, [fr 
latoriana, Quito, 
Ecuador, S.A. 

Last summer Libreria Studium, in Mexico 
City, published Walt Whitman en Hispano- 
america by Fernando Alegria, of the Depart- 
ment of Spanish and Portug , University 
of California at Berkeley. Alegria 
himself a well-known poet, critic, 
biographer from Chile. He 
tensive survey of Whitman’s 
Latin-American poets and h 
translations and critic 
various South American 
the Spanish-language poets an 
have perhaps idealized Whitman 


any r country or language 


found a growing interest in Whitman in the 
other America. He hopes to publish an 
English translation of his book, and it 
would make a valuable contribution to the 
centennial of Leaves of Grass. 


WHITMAN IN FRANCE 


Didier, in Paris, recently published a 
monumental study called L’Evolution de 
Walt Whitman: apres la premitre &dition 
les Feurlles d’herbe, by Roger Asselineau, 
The book runs to nearly six hundred pages 
and sells for Fr. 2,000. It is divided 
into two parts, according to French academic 
tradition, the man and his works. But the 
book is both soundly based on reliable 
scholarship and boldly original incritical 
interpretation. What Asselineau has to say 
about Whitman’s aesthetics is, in the 
opinion of the present writer, the best 
that has been published on the subject, 
This is a book that al] Whitman scholars 
and advanced students will need. The ad- 
iress of the publisher is: Editions 
Didier, 4-6 rue de la Sorbonne, Paris, 
France. 


IN PREPARATION 


The book and special numbers of magazines 
mentioned in this NEWSLETTER are not the only 
ones that will be published in 1955. Professor 
Fredson Bowers of the University of Vir- 
ginia, for example, is editing a very 
important collection of Whitman manuscripts, 
now owned by Clifton Waller Barrett of 
Garden City, N.Y. The book will be pub- 
on July 4, 1955, by the University 
of Chicago Press. We may have more informa- 
tion about this book in the next NEWSLETTER. 

Plans are aiso being made by the Walt 
Whitman Birthplace Association, the Walt 
Whitman Foundation in Camden, and the 
Walt Whitman Foundation of Brooklyn for 
programs and other activities. The last- 
named society has already drawn up a list 
of very interesting objectives, which the 
NEWSLETTER will publish in the next issue, 

Cleveland Rodgers is preparing a series 
of articles on Whitman in Brooklyn to be 
published in the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
the newspaper once edited by the poet and 
later by Mr. Rodgers. These articles, we 
understand, are to be collected in a book, 


lished 


Albert Boni, president of the Readex 
Microprint Corporation, may have some 
interesting plans to announce in the next 
issue of the WALT WHITMAN NEWSLETTER. 
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